times.
Whatever be the nature of the specific etiological factor, we appreciate to-day that this disease is engendered and fostered by bad social conditions, comprising bad housing, overcrowding, and deficient air and exercise, and consequently we would not be surprised to learn that it had existed in ancient times, if not when the older civilisations were at their zenith, at least when they were decadent.
The conditions of living were certainly not of the best, e.g., in ancient Egypt, but there is no evidence that the disease was extant either in the heyday of this civilisation or later on during the Christian era. I have searched the translations of the available medical papyri (Eber's Papyrus, Brugsch Papyrus, and the London Papyrus),and can find no reference to anything suggesting the condition. The bulk of these works is devoted to prescriptions of remedies, though the symptoms of several maladies are described. One striking feature of the literature of the ancient Egyptians is the reticence regarding child life. In these times there was great specialisation of the practice of medicine, yet the branch of obstetrics was given over to women, and it is not improbable that child welfare was also neglected by the physician as, unfortunately, has been the case in our own time.
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